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On Jan. 23 Secretary General of the United Nations Javier Perez de Cuellar requested drastic action
in light of the "spectacle of human misery" seen daily throughout the world, including in the world's
richest cities. Speaking before a conference of non-governmental agencies at UN headquarters, he
said basic necessities of millions of people are not being met, and that these necessities should be
considered among fundmental human rights. The conference was aimed at discussing problems of
hunger, human rights, housing and drug use. Perez de Cuellar said the question of human rights
was a topic of "profound personal concern." He added that on a global scale, 800 million people live
in "absolute poverty," and 500 million suffer from chronic malnutrition. "On an annual basis, we
continue to see 15 million children die from hunger and sickness." He stated that the problem of the
homeless, "is the most serious in the developing world where millions live in the periphery of the
large cities, without hygiene and experiencing all manner of privation." He added that this year that
the problem of the homeless is not restricted to the developing world, pointing out that cold wave in
western Europe has taken the lives of 100 persons, most of them homeless.
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